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Optimal Oral Health for All Marylanders

MDAC Makes Strong Case for Medicaid Adult Dental
Benefits to Maryland General Assembly

Policymakers have a real opportunity to lower emergency room visits and costs through
improved access to dental care, according toa MDAC study of emergency department visits by
adults for chronic dental conditions in Maryland. The purpose of the study, authorized by the
Maryland General Assembly's unanimous passage of SB 169, was to assess whether state
funds could be reinvested to establish an adult dental benefitin Medicaid. The study results
were submitted to the Maryland General Assembly's President of the Senate Mike Miller and
House Speaker Michael Busch, and Maryland Secretary of Health Dennis Schrader on
December 1, 2017.

Many Maryland adults face serious financial obstacles to obtaining dental care, which can
lead to serious oral health issues that drive them to the emergency room with tooth pain and
oral infections. Emergency rooms are unable to treat the causes of dental pain, sothey treat
the symptoms and send patients home with antibiotics, pain medications, or referrals for
dental services that patients may not be able to afford. The high cost of treating symptoms in
an emergency room without treating the underlying dental condition is costly, ineffective, and
a poor use of resources.

In fiscal year 2016, Maryland adults made 42,327 emergency department visits for chronic
dental conditions, with an average charge of $537 per visit, for a total of $22.7 million. These
visits represent almost 2% of overall emergency room costs. Medicaid paid for 53% of those
visits, even though Medicaid participants only account for 15% of the adult population in
Maryland. This discrepancy is likely the result of the lack of consistent adult dental coverage
in the Medicaid program.

Maryland is behind most states in providing Medicaid adult dental coverage. Over two-thirds
of states provide some kind of basic adult dental benefits. Maryland only provides adult dental
coverage for narrow eligibility categories, such as pregnant women and young adults who
have aged out of foster care. For most adults, Medicaid will only guarantee coverage for
antibiotics and pain management for dental conditions. Maryland is a model for the nation in
improving the oral health of children through the Medicaid program. We need to do the same
for adults.

MDAC and its coalition partners across the state strongly advocate for Medicaid coverage of
adult dental services. An adult dental benefit in Medicaid would help at-need adults prevent
chronic dental conditions altogether, or have them effectively managed by community-based
providers rather than have the symptoms of oral health conditions treated in an emergency
department.

Read the MDAC cover letter submitted tothe Maryland General Assembly with the report.

Read the report MDAC submitted tothe Maryland General Assembly.

Learn more about the financial impact of hospital visits for dental conditions in Maryland.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDuvAs8PcbcDqSWpLXJojYN8pLCMelRGdlJdlQFnXUSDixaCDmMdihnNyUv5WV0UF14GuT8HAFNg0SujU1dVkS-_3DKLOBBTKXO79FfWXWB47dCpC4SB5c-kB7IXJ3Cls3ibTDmL4YmbT5oy3Wd8EDBXOYorag6iI-fFrEPoL-nEvyHy5AmeQvF30rpBcgfHl6QSHltZpGtaUKjVSDl1clPDt6r22-WwQxQ5nO44iO1schmphSBgqEeAOMySU-ujP_ie2qaI0Hkq1Mj8pTvT_wy8EhuubXMTaxJHBSPisn0JkwMshVw2hKlQ4idWJfXfmgoFcNTeTBIc-LcQDDNHLnhYuTQzpnUgF2juAqhne0ZaOJnM5LqsfMhcT1BSvimYlgFVE2sKFF41-v18tBzbpl3HjiWdlO31wbpL4V9poGjVo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDXi7t0_7ceqhLNqiUxt2fh9L4Dq4GJVCDs4rOYCmniwuGWpk1qWpDyHcN6NyTO0YGankZH67xJyI8TdutxfeNuXHcXL1BZp3sFeTDY9l0LNnU98CjtB7s4cJr8Zj2usSv9W9m35NSN3XkAhvdk2D5pZCyw1Wb9bwT2e-C215awKOQjDE05kSNaq1_AjeSlmswwQ859g8S3KzHL3Of3f_JqHN5VOhfDs3P1K_ij66sTfqyoDVqNPZHrHEAXrocTcvdwUxLmVrIDsFqWlevC487eNKnMZQ7AuhDZq-49Z9foc7LEAV_o0M14Be7jvuXt_N2_wzO7hfWA65P9Lt3M88oKThbA1mcMFRiTRSMryZ-5vJAFKG9VRwXzLjR4n_cc5uhaooL5sh3BME=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDBM4bT_ntomGxngdMoDrAZpcQe_1SNYSLc8s9JBBa7W0LnCxFOvw8O-WNiZ-HxJ1conLhST5rQC14t5kUdRPn4nuyYbyoq7xRIZfMb5tYvpift9L0bY2F4sS8ZUoSPHFLR5KF340o4DoyVtE1nC15dv4VMs61SRvvlzEjIZW2tReNPbQ5xKDupFb7j1ZiWWrX03E8iNz6DfY0qa19Kg_q5ghRvpYFWTKAUDz8lYddRbqr62muXGL8n-wkBHvD-942b9I8hSjj26zgxJQOWEti6pIN8hL94rAxgpT4_-bpghP8OQPem9y2grO2nOMLz3BmHzL6AZxVUP5azSSN1YDeF7vWK9poV68oMWbfcnw5Xs0Jxh4-USM9Mw2m050pBtt3NidHK1YcYLwPZ_vXk37gFk6n0ZGIwmk6i5uyzSduS7glSTnbWc5zpJVIPgMlpQoOtxXtC09VosdzpxM9rKUaJcUGmY3BX4Chi5t7VkZpUOm72w8erzEiJklOH07m6MDvPj1lpzFmyXV7-xLd4E6ArIbAR5yom3rg_QA1HV3wCZ9iovfgk6ypRZw1n43a9HE-8mRoNqlGo7Y=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDOvSjfjfIO62DZ4w6UmBHIQ0OtMpkUMxUZvs57H8nqrYXc_XT9dNfnyofDqLLQyN0tsTaBdS4WXMySFSrpGF9sZIAuj1SHXuULcPRbJdk9oRDmf9XdBi8vSfXLIKCs1Io3xP0mcaThqAd6wnq6V0ZmwTbCjIKX5xYUlIQPg2Kxn5ESrfv3IpMLoPgrQ0dSqz0C6JmgdXOXVGaawmZDqKd7B1pM_dvBHXQVAsD7Rksa5UNueTpKAH84Q1yL2AhOkzGxeg01vV7ysXXLDiZ5oNuWgY4l82bnmwQHeRHRA4pWN5OoPV8Y-A1pGMHegoPIFihirJTafssfEU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDXg5BG6EfEFSmhRLkGo8rCUzQIHAhIk1-SiGtxm9gEqjEBW0PHTzSR1ZALR1XVaQBbXjOoPuXLOWshTD3qPlAzi9JdyHNHC7iRkHgaAEtFzfFtDplaY-IEuo4YYpR6gbwXVNABzGyka3Zgn1uSEToFkJzLSukpW-jT9jZVpDhzmh2ugid-kpEiiXoHLLOBC8smfUn6Bcv2KJjuJO_adb2CBzjg69E0P8EKzOlT229o3LpC6M-bdbXAoqZhDQfBlpwvUZ47FgS59KXuKlsTNFz5A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzOOKUfYkYXM5pgYEQ1Z6dFltuSdpEwIzDh0ukJ22qK0MXUWM2BS8XCMWZ1nKmSsZ8MJaZlesZDDyQijIZAoFsR-Z8O9LN_Vn6gfSQXJtRsIGey6NMUg_5iEey55ouirhNfImYuaN5DvZxwAnEs9K5vOH2NlwhgbLAzOVSYsoeBtj-vQ6bbhIzuinrMnWXI2doMdNEx70kP-zGnbvr99x2Y0RXUr3bxPY442AghDTXPs0ls380KUtvvVEECoDBSGTiJkjl-P4lE_iIH_p21DzcbVQNUDdyS8V_P-oar_XD2_B&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzHKRXGxoiPl9A7PgytqI_uS-fH8gvWb_N1ytiRHNmPjEtCV_3IQIj39plG8rjnP8UVC4Mu1UpmIjJzt5zGOkbuPpXSu0OtQg9hmSZcR5NkLXn-LUNT1DzvBoHcHN1sbnNEhRaolzT4IqfnySDOdmavowr_0XZTl1sO_00MsrXwq1Z97KcV4hLWX8_mKdmdzPr_EI3CDPFCUwCR6dIbl5AzvLX3gDgsxEq6GA9DMcsRIQxf-CfnuiCMcoRMaXmZtCqXc9gt4sEsskHBP1CmZ3mD8VsxMRkUrmNlvxiiL1rna_VX5oLDoYzY221e1bbfF0IMuRUErR37LZ-3vEy2kVcXzZ1QNPp7CXe5SNzj7gmWBsNO2DSvHqyVUmiLnE2-RH8UNjTbvU5BRM&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzOOKUfYkYXM5zJr37M6jWaR6AMQ7U6DmG5fbwSpRNcm937GDEg0W6ymgxEnVJnXTBq7gM2pa5U2bHC7OTDlLRh_RDGs455BnR1el9q4C9QzY9iYWhujllR8S6odQL0ALISlBFd9mDqMlEi-d326cBESJaJNwDne5tU3ip1fmN58h4sxIPoc7Aqk0q0spKjwESiW0ZUlqFRX7oxDbHai6YzqDE76Ocq0TitnuVs6C9Af7yrtIdU6MtOpRvb0VwJrX5EcHSqwNIBT2zUhljwgjUbLonJAq9JQNbmb916BDBMqYDrMjEtpSJ-4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzOOKUfYkYXM5vOeJXdTx4MM0OxHxYmCTtTvFvR1txrybavYYipskKA_cCXxH16pHDYAq6deQrepQAHs0ozVK0lIq8PAmPGkQwCM9F5sZuUqEBjxCiib2w5koHEGPRJbde1lqzgbjMomKnIlLl5hevz4cMvqKOG1tRj49TRbjHVnJF81xfksl5ikNTqJMyEBwF1H1LHht_eudKBLkHbyIDg_aTwuZpR5dCZL3BgJUmBpXsJ-KQyYDCD3zWTHa4rJGiAMi3ECy5IWP6dtu3lt3_dArnXDa9CUwanwgMVbOPJyhhZ9_ooPOSqQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzHKRXGxoiPl9pPqjzClx0RvI13hNRtPcbaGcecwFf_ViOp969y090V3XGkFJfSWKm4BT5IkcSquZDe4zu2YK_M523iJheSAYeTgLnssCLS5AH_BJO_FEtYZ1il5AIh41XT_UNhqmimUx78u8OlAcIu683U6HNpkWxC8Zvfej0lP6Yfcnu84yaygswHiYSDqQ5xD_Y70GvfQBPhyeV38TH69LLJPlQb9vKSTa5J6EsigLadwTQyTj2oL_puPJ-m5iUvuqFV2GPTFDZksf0ybVQhFT4KS45E_mMnkjuRH3Q-7sOxRYKTVgU073OslknKjvcVyp2AZdbDFm&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzOOKUfYkYXM5Zm7W-tKfKuF5OHS4YSouHZwwrpGR1OwP9dGjU4tb4-isyPfO54PYT_-KRr7pRMUlGhRaX_1Ga39AT9KGxpeYsu-GklIgZAgV8TG1PiXz76mzNQNkcQTtQ1Dgc2UORPLzjoIgdiNvR8dFW-lQyBG8YWVY0oHGBRbwKnUoqVSHOc_D29OmEfchYf1gkNnY2Poi15Kduz_TPLz1-JL72yx7oUm1y-MKd8fx0hVvMUMLOFrBYpt6IwwbAfstAx79jkinmJc6ITme9UgFNZX5y3IufCrJHUxNIHdXeJslMkN71VlcEGY_fSWOhsKicRpeZBII&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzA2xvSD3g8gL3rdQ_KeK2VqHG7a2i3QtfDHksjGfeKsW6lAo2aYUQwovRTVKUyiYn7kCV9MgDpjbsGY8SCNsXj9Vug0Ezqzi0y70e_FJkMn-mYWFbQn88ZdrfH1jc0UoodxRUF3S1M6zXTXKq8JxPBlZvQWJSSVcQGjm3A4E1mgHvJtQ8tT6wago0MbhH4GEAedrC_KQ9i46RUVii0spVyoEwFCSBkEwC1xq8Xh4KPXxrviE2RMUb4TL8qVpIz941XOKcTypMmUsxRiCd77eI4BWYTpgZKpEpg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDZCXPnl6WYYZYSQPsK1Oa70mEue1DN-_8XdVubNzdFDpQuNXFcifPpOdf9VHW1g-KiVgs769NfH2SVPZUwcT-MWycuT2fiab6SwokBaZWQzx-zG4ZvhKISI5mTWwUwX-CF4aN_4wILjBamCeeA2IvRY0WfsdV43TRjxxm735bAY_8d60yGVlvaBCcMlcKq9G4kFzyjVf7pNJt-byIbQfQDIJ_sRdQb1S47217_OjTUZLtfKWdDrBV19yMDUC8uCqtTMjLS5x-qTyDms72O6J4FDgoRkaG7GlougG4bmglRu_ubAM3GtWc7kKUs8kEmMRdqpRCBUIkUFggEU6RchabrxBI54GfjOwn&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CD850uRsE0LaJ3AwFr1wE6h_60ihm95obtWKuZZMFFnmNPWDi7glmiSI0DEoEMZNz9Rf0kVeU1G-ZnPtuM5hdFnTaOmQanbZt8yUJR7n3c90Ft1L0N-6caL1Iru_y_iOnAaVvv1QncSkB8TyoXW_zYBlRbkAM8oZDxy_nUgSwdcf8OJ0UyhbPA6WlsXb8TpKKVr-710qX4AT0Xkq3sj3iH4js51Zcj-OXCmJzS9ybtkPcqWiDkgvAenE7kQiNUppmfPc0MkNttZ7FynLGJ0O5BNFyX1OmhOrkz9hsKSidFSPp_-eh05BwoCKDd0D8lzjvSYaauuI90_JQvGe5ue3G7zHQ2udW62UJexMAzzHRl3amV12KgHUxrqNb1c7rZBXkT7CfCmgDPbGkTDLVPIUvaGi7hStN3nMz5maHYIjEPTiWKEadDeTO2P-uFXG90_hAS&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDMxm-RPFWIYQfjUO-zfUuXU8Q7I9Te9sXgc80KHVSdlDwr__YqROT44cue1em6R79wIAvN0EQhukxgBPZ9BI2Urryrz9Fp9863sxE-Oljjrw4yxDiPivR1WT-K5c75WCbZZRhnoHf5NqFeUUQQ8EZCeTeDqiCPN7JMsS3S89YjLAIIGzpHFUMQNXJk-EeUZT1k5zgiX8z_cKaMSSixMjB5w_MYTiJsnIpUZq4ECRxsKBULhE0XfeUTduxkWzC_xGnuus0YVJifqmLd1NOARNg1Bnr7m2qRI2kOY-siKYftQtdWrK7eURz0-p_pnMudT2zzQKFXyWMxEU=&c=&ch=

E-mail MDAC for a report on the rates of emergency department visits for chronic dental
conditions in your county.

Maryland Oral Health Plan
2018 - 2023

Updated Maryland Oral Health Plan to Launch in January

MDAC will release the Maryland Oral Health Plan 2018-2023, an updated roadmap for

improved oral health for all Marylanders, in January, in advance of National Oral Health

Month in February.

Framework to Improve

the Oral Health of All The plan builds on the oral health improvements achieved since the release of the first state
Marylanders plan in 2011, identifies critical remaining gaps, and outlines actions needed to expand access

tooral health care, prevent oral diseases and injury, and improve the oral health and overall

i health of all Marylanders. The updated plan is designed to enable the development of
ActmnCoa?ﬁon innovative strategies to meet the individual needs of each Maryland community.

The Maryland Oral Health Plan is financially supported by the Maryland Department of
Health.

MDAC Releases Results of Member Survey
on Oral Health Access and Providers

Although great strides have been made toimprove oral health care access in Maryland, there
are still those without access to needed care and oral health providers. To help guide its work
toensure oral health care access for all, MDAC conducted a member survey to determine (1)
barriers and opportunities toimprove access to oral health care and (2) interest, knowledge
and opinions of emerging workforce models in dentistry.

Survey results indicate that cost, transportation and a lack of understanding of the importance
of good oral health were all barriers to care, and that MDAC members have a strong interest in
learning more about emerging workforce models in dentistry.

Note: The survey results reflect the opinions of the respondents, but donct reflect an official
position of the Maryland Dental Action Coalition.

MDAC Mourns Loss of Dr. Greg McClure
Greg McClure, DMD, MPH passed away on November 27, 2017 .

McClure was a strong supporter of the Maryland Dental Action Caalition, both as a member of
the MDAC Board of Directors and in his rde as Dental Director of the Maryland Department of
Health's Office of Oral Health. He worked tirelessly to help ensure that all Marylanders have
optimal oral health.

His passionate advocacy for oral health promotion, disease prevention, education,
interprofessional collaboration and access to oral health care will be deeply missed by MDAC
members, partners and stakeholders statewide.

Head Start Standards Ensure
Children are Up-to-Date
on Health Care Services

Head Start's child health status

standard requires program staff to determine
whether a child is up-to-date on an age-appropriate
preventive and primary health and oral health
care schedule. The schedule, based on well-child
visits and dental periodicity schedules defined
by the Early and Periodic Screening,
Diagnostic, and Treatment benefit, provides
comprehensive and preventive health care
services for children enrolled in Medicaid.

Head Start programs can track a child's oral health
status and care using oral health forms
developed by the National Center on Early
Childhood Health and Wellness. The forms are
used to compile information on the child's current oral health status and the oral health
services delivered during dental visits.

CHIP Funding Delay Puts 9 Million Children at Risk

The following report on the current status of the Children's Health Insurance Program is from



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CD84EAheLW0QQ6sZhBtFdlhD-wYti6xJID7BvY0Y5-PtCOK8V0uFbEr_sSjVoo54OnSlO_R_sP1_FX-HCM1t4VB9nEir5p5fm5AZGOflX-mlb7dVGFkzf-M7vgpIGV9yQ9McR_TUQotMTFYBJjhzjI6whF7I4DIXZzkfhIVIFVoT5SkNV0ARl6iLS0Z4AOFBcls5Y07_HuATbnZRkOY_2jvbrCMifhkpeZnCE1BIqsuHI9wRaULI3lgRrTD8q6rnZpvrFZA-ktf6I_il_kDkmrA-uhXov4DMfms6MBpMM6lAdEg7t9lIug1FYqtplAuo3iH1xW23aNmE3eI_JxiGx1-90jmgOEGlKMRgvvzbwYrIxdgVdjiLb5_kr6V9Fwe3xQC_B_kkKzcoJH8AiyB25JaZibWtsjFbXuGidrFNJG6A0-bpvOtz33Q6FA1yGrfBUNNgnu-2-KdlkGkyKOPTo0wtwI2-AUKDms&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDF4ShAV_KD3PSVjJ-KcySdacpJc4xtWDZ4iURqI_kjILLB-hjiOt7Gf8G3BeVur9yZcC07JxGEmGj5AZJgfrVF7e93KgRv_LaRPU0vjhp5I7tKMajQf_iys4j-JyNYJEGYzYOJCtCGZw7OUp34GC6J6V_pQng3CBu2KD4MlJBg3QLHoQi-WRqgOyi0rTTmkmG2TmPiz52DDFVucxzcTCTiMbQniLX8N6qfSumrVdxnQoIybanAJezOLdFd76uIlbvySeoAQyU1AB7-wqMpXxOzobG2xh8FsNfHMlKUnuXkJOzJahgOLtocVGYJF5A77prv8LnLQuYMZDWWEb6e1MgY_ComJIzzKU0TArFTp_03QMDvUfOUPLSxT0Z6WRG1IRE&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzC7KGcUQi4CDh1_IAYgQB2CbF8hWe_BD87405PKUFJ26KPDdFkuHLIq2OYQSwKYUAt6K3lYOtyDF8y-3omLA12soyoRRXNRUCYJaN9uDt7gfOkGaioAm-gjHiLnP2naBk6IjU9mX18Ni2NuR_pbxcS0TkZbTvgudiictWqtrgpzq1aTWIXlxwAtrX5o9y-thlpmtEuYeR_Oreed3Q6jaKSWnSobqAFMmmpVDAjxj-B_rhWII4vOThEcGSAN6gSZMybxtxHIaqjPbsBCJ7wx1whfeh-u-MOAl80gvyR5i4vTYahyblq0YaghW68PRkHaRtW2ot83o8cl7CmzOlvTTmmo-GWs_CsFgnxQtZcn-wy0eQZbtC2nNOLmJDAoPiK5JlKk4Vny2e9YfekLPPJ0pSlVUFLHSsMs9yL8baY36dyM1yMzfOcH4lqlhx8itG158ebjZhInWjlA_-xfV1-onFdpnt-f8FQGkiLXEdnQRMS_n-3K2M0NdiJ7ViFarth14RQZdGdOjQKUkc1iFWc6qAg3f2s3FF4JeH3T4H12YZJzK8VTy08Dy7nviV3Uu3Ne6dd_HnQvBnVoiuPijHGQyM8WCpvIZ_DjAl7rrVMdcnCsQ2GHgqU9LX-U=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JQNXOmN_98-XLaDCJw25HMIe8W99YWkfU0753H-wyZDo7_aCbzVSzHKRXGxoiPl9ggkSDM-cN2BgYqsL3uwykqOlfpor5fDNMe19x2ISln74JyQZpuzXm1gSARGrdNfeP9WoWWeB2QjjfIgZOaqgQGgKT30Axrv7e9WOdK9kZc_qwB6Fm7M8J4nfmVX-bgTxzgkdFdyO4jgCuPZNg_Vy1fv_ZPcpm6TzaKzkhStNyijSFzT7FVTMcVt0xkp8mvx3GkxMdHS9vrWERbhi3hAl42vp4Ez2HqjAC5Jebahd90LLoemQJFcK17-gM5LAm4h7rBbeVmamWjsA0U23aUQRlpGJpWYbhJmt4iR385uRzO31w_N9rTQJeA==&c=&ch=
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Families USA:

As Congress focuses on a tax plan that would take coverage from millions of people to give tax
cuts tothe wealthy and corporations, it is leaving behind our nation's children.

Congress allowed the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) to expire in September,
leaving families wondering each day if this critical source of health coverage and care will still
be there for their children. And Congress's inaction leaves states wondering if they will be left
hading the bag.

Congress set the deadline for the renewal of funding for CHIP, which provides coverage for
nearly 9 million children, more than two years ago. They are now almost 70 days past their
own deadline. The House leadership has proposed a short-term plan to help states keep
piecing CHIP funding together. This is not what Congress promised and this is not what states
and kids need.

See our statement on the House leadership's proposed short-term CHIP fix.

Families need Congress to make good on its promise and to enact a bipartisan 5-year funding
extension of CHIP as quickly as possible.

Already, parentsin some states have begun toreceive notices that the CHIP coverage they
rely on to protect their children's health and well-being will come to an end soon. If Congress
does not act, coverage will be disrupted for those and millions more families.

Please share these resources with your networks and on social media to spread the word about
the need to extend this vital program.

Infographic: 3 Reasons to Renew Funding for CHIP
Factsheet:CHIP Funding Delay Threatens Children's Health Care
Blog: Tell the Senate to Pass a 5-Year CHIP Bill Now

Families USA's CHIP resource center, including shareable graphics

MDAC Note: More than 137,000 children in Maryland receive insurance coverage
through CHIP.

Families USA Seeks Oral Health Care Stories

Families USA has launched Oral Health for All, a multi-year campaign toraise awareness
and build long-term support for expansion of oral health benefits.

Just like in other movements for health care, your voices will be critical in helping raise
awareness of what's at stake.

Families USA wants to hear from you - what are you experiencing? What's keeping you from
receiving the dental care you need? Tell them your story at FamiliesUSA.org/Share-Your-

Story.

Baltimore CONNECT Seeks
Community Dentists to Provide Dental Care

Baltimore CONNECT is seeking community dentists willing to donate their time and services
to provide dental care to Baltimore area job seekers.

Baltimore CONNECT is a 501(c)3 non-prdfit organization that works with a network of more
than 20 community-based organizations and public health researchers from the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg Schoal of Public Health to better link social and healthcare services across
Baltimore. Many of the clients at these organizations have unmet needs for dental care.

Baltimore CONNECT has secured access to facilities, including a dental chair, instruments,
and dental assistant, but needs community dentists willing to provide acute and sub-acute
oral health care. Tovolunteer your time and services, please contact Kaylin Ford at (410) 955-
1932.

MDAC Welcomes New Members
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MDAC is pleased to welcome the folowing new members:

e Tiffany Harrison, RDH - Washington/Frederick County Dental Hygienists' Association
e Beverly (Sissy) Jimenez, DDS - Annapdlis Pediatric Dentistry
e Beth Levine - KOFA Public Affairs

Join us! For further information about MDAC membership, click here.

The mission of the Maryland Dental Action Caalition is to develop and maintain a statewide partnership of individuals

and organizations working together to improve the health of all Marylanders through increased oral health promotion,
disease prevention, education, advocacy and access to oral health care.
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