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Moving Ahead on Adult Dental
Coverage in in Medicaid

MDAC is continuing the campaign to
establish adult dental coverage in Medicaid.
We made great strides with the passage of
Senate Bill 169. The bill authorizes MDAC
to study the costs of emergency room visits for
chronic dental conditions. Our findings will
help determine if Medicaid funds should be
redirected from the emergency room into adult
dental coverage. The study must be
submitted tothe Maryland General Assembly
and the Maryland Department of Health by
December 1, 2017.

MDAC is working on the study with Dr.
Natalia Chalmers, DDS, Ph.D. at the -
DentaQuest Institute. Dr. Chalmers has /)

extensive experience with emergency room

data. Her most recent publication is Racial Disparities in Emergency
Department Utilization for Dental/Oral Health-Related Conditions in
Maryland in the July issue of Frontiers in Public Health.

Please stay tuned. There will be some exciting advocacy opportunities in
the next few months. This is a team effort, and MDAC appreciates the
collaboration of all our partners. We will make adult dental coverage in
Medicaid into a reality.

Without Federal Funding,
CHIP Scheduled to Expire in September

\.)US‘IL = Twenty years ago this month, the Children's Health Insurance Program
(CHIP) was founded to provide free or low-cost health coverage to children

-Cr-ienc" in families that earn too much money to qualify for Medicaid, but cannot

7 afford private insurance for their children. In 2009, dental coverage became
r-eminéer-... a guaranteed part of CHIP programs.
Although more than 1 in 8 children were covered by CHIP in 2016,
including 137,592 in Maryland, the future of state CHIP programs is
uncertain. Federal funding for CHIP expires on September 30, which
could resultin freezing programs or disenralling children. Maryland's CHIP
program depends on federal funds that pay the majority of CHIP costs.

Without federal funding, many children in Maryland will be left
unsupported, and in many cases, uninsured.

MDAC needs your help to protect Maryland children. Please reach out to
your members of Congress and state legislators to ask for their support to
extend federal funding for CHIP. The good progress we've made in
improving children's oral health depends on it.

For further information on how CHIP would impact oral health -and how
you can help -visitthe Children's Dental Health Project.

Become an Oral Health Advocate for
OHA Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill
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As part of its annual Fall for Smiles campaign, Oral Health America
invites individuals and organizations tojoin them in Washington, DC on
October 34, 2017 toraise awareness of oral health issues. The theme of
this year's Advocacy Day is Our Families, Our Future: Achieving Oral
Health Equity.

Register as an oral health advocate and join OHA in briefing members of
Congress on currentissues in oral health, including oral health disparities
and the need for equal access to oral healthcare to achieve good oral health
outcomes. Oral Health America will provide training and assistance,
including scheduling congressional meetings. The registration deadline is
Friday, August 28, 2017,

MDAC Needs Your [
Opinion on
Maryland Oral Health
Access and Providers

Great strides have been made in
Maryland toimprove oral health
care access for all. These gains are
in nosmall part due tothe hard work
of all our MDAC members. Our work however is not done while we still
have Marylanders without access to needed oral health care and oral
health providers. We at MDAC will continue towork toensure oral health
care access is available for all. Your thoughts, opinions and input are vitally
needed to guide our future work. We hope you will take a few minutes to
answer this brief survey on Maryland oral health access and providers.

Thanks for your time and contribution.

Donna Behrens, Alice Horowitz, and Bill Maas
Board of Directors
Maryland Dental Action Coalition

MD Department of Health Seeks Help
to Address HPV

Earlier this month, the Maryland Department of Health sent a letter to
Maryland dental care professionals seeking their help in addressing under-
vaccination of adoescents against the Human Papillomavirus, which
infects about 14 million people each year and poses a significant public
health risk. HPV can cause cervical, penile, anal, and throat cancers in
both men and women, but can be prevented.

The Maryland Department of Health has asked dental professionals to
encourage parents tohave their preteen boys and girls vaccinated at age
11 or 12, because the HPV vaccine provides protection before exposure to
the virus. Click here for further information about HPV .

Sugar Free Kids Maryland Scores 2
for Healthy Drinks and Snacks

Sugar Free Kids Maryland recently scored two major victories to make it
easier for people in Montgomery and Prince George's counties to make
healthy choices.

In late July, Montgomery County began implementation of a bill approved
in April toremove unhealthy beverages and snacks from county vending
machines and replace them with healthier ones.

On August 2, a bill unanimously approved by the Prince George's County
Council toincrease healthy vending options on county property, was
approved by County Executive Rushern Baker.

These bills are an important step forward in preventing chronic diseases
such as type 2 diabetes, heart disease and tooth decay.

Dental Mission of Mercy Seeks Volunteers
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ep6kg-WTz15bmIk7A2XkL1WT95wxFHt8b0Kh7S4LdmdAgS5v_skKzPyRa4jy7BtYBc7yd-hhmF2AC77DbmKiSGMVszIFgJ2vcEM8lNQ2cmSRseMFJQhfIgQ1FoeGXjuUHUA8JX4kLmAogMLb5GSrUflNGkddUWA0N0MNNL6df7ySoDs9XG-eKpnroKQaI7P8t1zHc4PIj-bHD3CfW-XcbZ4TIOFkpVCb&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ep6kg-WTz15bmIk7A2XkL1WT95wxFHt8b0Kh7S4LdmdAgS5v_skKzPyRa4jy7BtYqsLtXKDySUUe3mI7fhKsFFrQh0zzHSO0iKbN3Ikdf3DUBrdjUYHZsrfavrAOFJ5FNuGSVkqVWGd8J7Q4losjBivK72mh2dr1lIz8vZy3-NTcwwwhOANtGq-SIbOtU1Kmy0zbhf6_2SPgYwJgH7lPrGa2eIuEG_Ejj-7DDAm0QFau21XgUX5g9RcBnr3yJLVBpkWgs40qIzSVjY5_phJDguPIVHT9vHaWsEHrDbjvtpk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ep6kg-WTz15bmIk7A2XkL1WT95wxFHt8b0Kh7S4LdmdAgS5v_skKzPyRa4jy7BtYYVc_4C3k_GefRQFPgJTOiuGKSgR27_e03EDsr72LsCQ92B39Us-y2_y4MRdBva5cMS56XnrVzXwN_KAaVLoDru7TzTOzomSluxSXrLZDSul_qI3ek2ENRL2BoAFvAheyA27O3zIOpCjNoWu8tnK92aaLDotCo8pX2mVfKQlzBhbvtKf4VYwa3kmm-I1TGC4lC73V6wMU4dIlC3CZElLaUQ==&c=&ch=

The Mid-Maryland Dental Mission of Mercy and Health Equity Festival is
looking for volunteers to help provide 2,000 patients with $2 million in pro
bono dental care on September 7, 8 & 10, 2017 at the University of
Maryland Xfinity Center in College Park, MD. Clinicians and lay people
can learn more or signup tovolunteer _here.

MDAC Responds to Baltimore Sun Article on
Affordable Dental Care for the Elderly

A letter to the editor of the Baltimore Sun from MDAC Board Chair
Salliann Alborn, outlining the need for a Medicaid program that covers
dental services for adults,was published on July 27, 2017. The letter was
in response toa recent Baltimore Sun article on the need for affordable
dental care for the elderly.

Alborn's letter outlined MDAC's work to demonstrate how the high cost to
the state for emergency dental services could be reduced and reinvested in
dental services offered through Medicaid.
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MDAC Welcomes New Members

MDAC is pleased to welcome the fdlowing new members:

e Wenzell E. Carter, DDS, Montgomery County Public Health
Services, Dental Services Program

India Chance, RDH, Learn2Prevent

Ronnie Coleman, Benevis

Eleanor Fleming, Ph.D., DDS, MPH

Lauren Gritzer, MPH, University of Maryland Schod of Medicine
Dushanka V. Kleinman, DDS, University of Maryland Schod of
Public Health

Join us! For information about MDAC membership, click here.

The mission of the Maryland Dental Action Coalition is to develop and maintain a statewide partnership of individuals
and organizations working together toimprove the health of all Marylanders through increased oral health promation,
disease prevention, education, advocacy and access to oral health care.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ep6kg-WTz15bmIk7A2XkL1WT95wxFHt8b0Kh7S4LdmdAgS5v_skKzPyRa4jy7BtYpyPc2S1prouThkLNAtyJg3LKT5SbDmZdWFd665ynk5xDCTWv6kcbOphGBagV54UgKcvax-BT-43VCrR5W__uE7utq7QxYPJt925VEQTKQzyMlKPqgt-pXf-ZR0a9fWIFlDvYS_-VqycIkLGjfvsieQmlaplk2EdZ&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ep6kg-WTz15bmIk7A2XkL1WT95wxFHt8b0Kh7S4LdmdAgS5v_skKzNE7jTi3UmQifzXQju-ukOxY_s_Q30A9WiMa8WeB3XgHA4FrfLu12nIpCPgCz1CCily3gTrif-tQFBvF_fvkK8pqMkgFCrTsyvPBoUiyAGyBiOA_jQVrUI-jyolX2sKYL2CkUEgXCZcuhkw66GTWgGFB2_qnlGnnOx3AECgIuMWSIYp0cf9XR_1vIEwiCttUvg==&c=&ch=
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